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Historical renovations drive roofing company

» The Durable Slate Co. Historical renovation was not home was built 125 vears ago by aware of the value of historic unigue problems, Downey sabd.

the initlal gaal of the Durable Charles Hook, it had a slate roof  ‘bulldings and the contribution Mot only do they deal with a lot of
became an expert in the  5late Co.. founded 11 years ago, that was eventually covered with that they malke overall to the cul-  dry rot in the old wood, but the
field due to a demand for but the roofing company quickly  asphalt shingles. ture,” st sald, workers also must try to match
- became an expert in the feld due ‘While it would have been easier  The company did 2,000 restora-  materials that are no longer
q“ﬂﬁl}f restoration work. to a great demand for quality res-  to find someons toreplace the roof tion jobs last vear, ineluding avallable.
toration work, Hlu.':r:nrr]i.ng tor Cheryl Emi another asphalt nmrit?f installing a new slate roof and “Wood sizes have changed In
Downey, the Columbus-based com- eplers declded they wa an  geveral new copper rools on the the lntervening years, For
E.: Elz.n“-:T:\'?:“rl.‘r i pany’s vice president of public authentie roof appropriate to the  governor's resident in Bexley, instance, on the Keplers' house,
o DALY KW “L'li'atl\:aué-l;'npnny . 1“";; F"KH"-';' "“fl'!'l'l‘! hUmTE‘i Its staff of about 70 alao did the wood decking on the rool was
. ) recently spent sev- e Keplers' interest in reno- -ariety inches wide. 4
_ Even with modern technology,  eral days in Xenla Twp. replacing — vatlon, :;FJIE Just remodeling, nfl:lﬂ :Pﬂ:rlfc'llﬂsaﬂﬁ:;;;é:{#ﬁg %‘:J?Ei ;‘IIF!‘- I]ltr::::hsr: :11 ltz‘:lrﬂll:';:.!j:r!:ln'l nd
I's nft:.l';'Er!"T:J r]lup]itl'nlt_r th:" 1.~|'n115. the slate roof of the home of Todd — historic home is part of a grow- r.hl'rmgh.n:ﬂ Ohio and in sur- 1;1.:}; boards that are 14 <i|-u-|‘u~g.-
m:;‘!xﬁl ot the Bomenutiders ol and Carolyn Kepler. When the ing trend, Downey sid rounding states, wide s you lave to do seme
“People are bocoming more Restoring nld huildings means  improvisme.” Dewney said
. - . .
: Rom 1 1storic ho
A family’s saga: ancing a histo me
» Xenia Twp. couple
were attracted to its
craftsmanship and
architecture.

The exterior of the old Charles
Hodk home looks moch the same
a5 i odid when he bulls i 125
VEArs ago.

A new louch of authenticity
was added to the large two-story
briek home —_—
when its cur-
Tent OWNers, . “i“{f:r““
Todd and Caro-
Ivn Kepler, had
a new slale
roof, similar to
the original b
roof, installed.  YRSHES } i

When Hook | o I .-
built the his- Mh. [ i
toric Xenia X
Twp. homeat Diana
1209 Hook Road Blowers
in. 1BT3, he was
rilsing cattle
o ahout 480 acrea of land.

In 1891, the Keplers bought the
home, along with 10 acres of the
land from Hook's great-great-
gramdson, Roger Conklin, who
«till lives nearby on 150 acres.

M is a challenge to find crafts-
men who can do the restoration

wark they hope to accomplish
with the house.

“It's very hard to find people
that are skilled at deing the kinds
of work that were required at
that time.” Todd said, using the
roof as an example, ML | Ay LA, i u : . E : i

The original slate roof was still DIANA BLOWERS
Eﬂ:ﬁ?i;ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬂ'tﬂ:ﬂ_,ﬁm] In front of the formier Hook home, the Heplers (from left) Carolyn holding Michael, Elizabeth, Maria, Todd and Genevieve,

roofing companies were willing
to strip the roof and install a pev The new roaf is of Buckingham

It pays to have a good sense of Such was the case with the “What started oul as a one-item

asphalt one but most couldn't slate, a variety mined in Virgine  humor ond a strong commilment recent rl"":'f'"ﬁ F""-‘jm'un project bﬂuﬂ?netl. Todd said
offer a slate roof, he sald, noting  ia. According to the company, it if vou are going to by an old 1t started out as a roofing They know there will be other
that even more were not familiar  has a life span of about 300 years.  house, the Keplers said. project. but then it was discov-  challenges, but they are willing
with how to restore the wooden Mow that the roof is done, the “Mothing ia an casy job, You ered the R““L"'“_"];:f“"-".f ‘-‘P“l';' to face them because “owning an
buxed gutters, which are a strue-  Keplers plan to floor the aftic to  learn that when youhaveanold ~ Ing. Asa Pﬂfﬂ':’*’ :1 W"?J“‘&*- d" old house is a very romantic kind
tural part of the house. create a storage space, something  house. You start into something chimmneys ree 1;-” I"E'P;'_el;':' ““h of thing,” he said.

The Heplers finally located a the hotse lacks “becanse they and you think it won't be a big ﬁnu{] :"ﬂ“ '_‘!"‘:‘*; R:.r;w;hc Ir?'ll;-
firm, the Durable Slate Co. of didn't have that many material deal and it's never that way,” she  needed to be dong to B

Columbus, which specializes in - things back then,” Caralyn said,  &aid ning rod system.

historic preservatlon



